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MINUTES OF FUNTINGTON PARISH COUNCIL ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY 

2 June 2021 
 

PRESENT: Sheena King (SK)Chair   Jane Mottershead (JM)  
  Pat Young (PY)    Jean Simmonds (JS) 
  Kate Du Port (KDP)   Richard Littler (RL) 
   
Suzanne Courtney-Bulbeck (SC), County Councillor Julian Joy 
 
  
        
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: 1 
 

AGENDA ITEM NOTES/COMMENTS 

1a. Apologies  Suzanne Courtney-Bulbeck (SC), Cllr Julian Joy (County Council)  

1b.  Cllr David Palmer (District Council) - absent but no apologies received 

2. Welcome to All   Sheena King: 

• Acknowledged a difficult year for all stating how grateful she was to all the Councillors for their continued support and 

placed on the record her appreciation for all their efforts. 

3. Overview of 2020-2021 Sheena King: 

• The introduction to virtual 'Zoom' meetings which initially brought with it challenges that were quickly overcome 

enabling the continuity of regular meetings.  

• Two new Councillors were co-opted during the year. They have proved to be an excellent addition to the Council but 

there are still vacancies and the Council would love to fill them. 

• A replacement Clerk / Responsible Financial Officer was employed and despite having little experience she has proved 
to be an invaluable asset.  

• The sad report of Barbara Roskell’s death last year. Barbara was a valued member of the team and contributed to the 
Parish Council in many ways. Besides being a reliable and a highly regarded Councillor, she was always good-humoured 
and considerate towards her colleagues and others with whom she came into contact. She will be greatly missed.  

• Considerable works carried out were: 
o Bollards 
o New SIDs posts and Funtington sign 
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o New Website 

• Summary: Given all the challenges of 20/21, it is hard to believe that the Council members have achieved as much as 
they have over the year. 

4. Planning Report Jane Mottershead: 

• It has been a relatively quiet year for the Planning Committee, primarily due to the pandemic. In the year 2019-20 the 
Committee dealt with 98 applications whereas in 2020-21 it dealt with 67. 

• The Committee has objected to 17 applications in writing this year, compared to 9 in the previous year. Of the 17 
objections, 12 were for various Gypsy and Traveller sites in West Ashling. The Committee had also attended one Appeal 
and one District Planning Meeting. 

• The Committee had dealt with a number of Enforcement Actions on the Gypsy and Traveller sites. 

• After the delays imposed by Covid, FPC is now actively moving forward with the Neighbourhood Plan. Please keep an 
eye on noticeboards, the website and local free magazines for information and opportunities to get involved with 
shaping the future of your community. 

5. Finance Report Clerk: 
Report on Internal Audit for Accounts 2020-21 

• The accounts were prepared using the Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England March 2021.   
Mark Mulberry was appointed as our new Internal Auditor for 2020-21, while Moore remain as the External Auditors.  

• Due to a change in auditors, there were some issues brought to our attention which had not previously been noted by 
our previous auditors and as such were not corrected. These are in the process of being addressed by the Chairman and 
RFO and the Council will undertake an interim audit in the Autumn to ensure all issues have been resolved. All reported 
in the FPC full Council meeting. 

• Whilst ongoing improvements to many aspects of Parish life are key, a number require financial support. Therefore 
there will be a report on Parish Council finances at each monthly meeting. 

• Our end of year figures for 2020 - 2021 showed a final balance of £65,571.94, which included the Community 
Infrastructure Levy of £23,794.08 allocated for West Ashling and Funtington District Village Hall refurbishment, as well 
as further ring-fenced funds totalling £15,000. This left a total of £26,777.86 for regular spending and future projects.  
Full details will be available on the website. 

• We are waiting for a VAT refund of £2095.23. 

• For the financial year April 21 - Mar 22 the precept has increased slightly to £24,220: spending will be managed through 
the 3-year business plan which is now in place. 

• Along with supporting various improvements, the Parish Council's finances also offer us the opportunity to donate to 
various organisations. 

6. Looking Ahead to 2021- Sheena King: 
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2022 Business Plan 

• This and the associated Action Grid will now begin to be enacted. 
Neighbourhood Plan 

• In order to be effective, the PC is looking for the help and support of the Parishioners. 
Communications Group 

• Due to the challenges of Covid the communication group was not established as planned but it was is hoped that this 
would commence this year. 

7. Questions from the 
Audience 

Question regarding moving forward post Covid and the changes that will remain? 
SK replied that the introduction of virtual meetings had been a positive one and would continue to be used for various 
groups including Planning, Communications and possibly Finance. This would also enable remote video conversations 
between Councillors and the Clerk to take place where necessary. 

8. Summary and Closure Sheena King: 

• Reiteration of thanks to all Councillors and also to County and District Councillors who over the year, have given their 
invaluable support. 

• Thanks also to Councillors from other parishes and the many parishioners who have shown their support, not only to 
the Council itself but also to the community in general whilst it is facing the difficulties brought about by Covid-19.  

 
 

Signed................................................................. Chairman  

All reports are available in full on the website:  https://www.funtingtonpc.org 

 

https://www.funtingtonpc.org/

